
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
Select a firm to provide the County with State Lobbying Services in accordance with RFP-
600261-07/BJC – State Lobbying Services.

BACKGROUND:

On July 26, 1994, the Board of County Commissioners directed staff to present professional services 
that fall into the following categories unranked to the BCC: (a) major space initiatives; (b) audit 
services; (c) bond counsel; (d) financial adviser; and other major projects designated by the BCC.  
RFP-600261-07/BJC is one of those services that will provide lobbying services on behalf of the 
County to the State Legislature, Executive Branch agencies and the Office of the Governor. Services 
will include presenting policy recommendations to agencies and elected officials, monitoring legislation 
and policy as it pertains to the County’s interest, securing public sector funding, and influencing 
legislation to the benefit of Seminole County. The firm must have sound knowledge of public policy, a 
clear understanding of the legislative process, solid political networks, knowledge of key-agency 
programs and staff, familiarity with current state and local issues, effective communication skills, and a 
successful track record in securing appropriations on behalf of similar public sector clients. The firm 
should also have demonstrated experience in bipartisan relationships with a network of access to 
legislators, administrative and relevant agency staff, and the Office of the Governor.  The RFP 
document was posted on the County’s website and broadcasted to firms registered with the County for 
lobbying services.  RFP packages were sent to the two firms (Brantley & Associates and Young Van 
Assenderp, P.A.Inc.) that responded to the previous solicitation.

This project was publicly advertised and the County received four (4) submittals in response to the
solicitation, listed alphabetically:

•  McGrath Gibson, Jacksonville
•  Ronald L. Book, P.A., Aventura
•  Shutts & Bowen LLP, Tallahassee
•  The Advocacy Group at Tew Cardenas, LLC, Tallahassee
 

The Qualification Committee, comprised of Cindy Coto, County Manager; Susan Dietrich, Assistant 
County Attorney; David Medley, Director, Community Services Department; and Lisa Spriggs, Director, 
Fiscal Services Department, evaluated the submittals.  The qualification criteria included the following:
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•   Understanding of the scope of services and the County’s needs, approach to
 successful completion of the work, special considerations, and possible difficulties in

completing the work as indicated.

•   Evaluation of information provided related to specialized skills available.  Qualifications of all key 
personnel who will be involved in the delivery of services that include relevant experience.

•  The approach to handling what will likely be a range of issues on behalf of the Seminole 
County Board of County Commissioners.  Approach to issues identified as priorities by the 
Seminole County Board of County Commissioners which may be a combination of appropriations
and policy matters.

•  The existing relationships with the agencies of the State of Florida, the local Legislative
Delegation, and with other key legislators and support staff.

•  References and experience

•  Proposed compensation

The Qualification Committee has provided comments which are included in the supporting 
documentation in regards to the following: Highly Acceptable: Submittal exceeds the requirements in 
a way that benefits the County or meets the requirements and has enhancing features which benefit 
the County. Acceptable: Submittal meets the County requirements. Any weakness is minor. Marginal: 
Submittal contains weaknesses or minor deficiencies which could have an impact, if accepted. 
Unsatisfactory: Submittal does not comply substantially with the requirements. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff requests the Board select a firm to provide the County with State Lobbying Services in 
accordance with RFP-600261-07/BJC – State Lobbying Services.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Tabulation Sheet
2. Committee Comments

Additionally Reviewed By:

County Attorney Review ( Ann Colby )gfedcb



 
B.C.C. - SEMINOLE COUNTY, FL 

RFP TABULATION SHEET 
 

RFP NUMBER:  RFP-600261-07/BJC 
 
RFP TITLE: State Lobbying Services for Seminole County 

Government 
 
DUE DATE:   September 26, 2007 at 2:00 P.M. 
 

ALL RFP’S ACCEPTED BY SEMINOLE COUNTY ARE SUBJECT TO THE 
COUNTY'S TERMS AND CONDITIONS AND ANY AND ALL ADDITIONAL 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS SUBMITTED BY THE PROPOSERS ARE 
REJECTED AND SHALL HAVE NO FORCE AND EFFECT.  RFP 
DOCUMENTS FROM THE CONSULTANTS LISTED HEREIN ARE THE 
ONLY RFP’S  RECEIVED TIMELY AS OF THE ABOVE OPENING DATE 
AND TIME.  ALL OTHER RFP DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED IN RESPONSE 
TO THIS SOLICITATION, IF ANY, ARE HEREBY REJECTED AS LATE. 
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 McGrath Gibson 
109 East Bay Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 
 
 
(904) 358-3300 – Phone 
(904) 358-3390 – Fax 
Michael McGrath 
 

Ronald L. Book, P.A. 
2999 NE 191 Street, PH6 
Aventura, Florida 33180 
 
 
(305) 935-1866 – Phone 
(305) 935-9737 – Fax 
Ronald L. Book 

Shutts & Bowen LLP 
215 S. Monroe Street, #804
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
 
 
(850) 521-0600 – Phone 
(850) 521-0604 – Fax 
Bobby Brantley 

The Advocacy Group at Tew 
Cardenas, LLC 
215 S Monroe St, #702 
Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
 
(850) 222-8900 – Phone 
(850) 841-7653 – Fax 
Slater Bayliss 

 
Yearly Option 

 
$115,000.00 

 

 
$65,000.00 

 
$65,000.00 

 
$50,000.00 

 
 
 
The evaluation criteria is as follows: 
 

• Adequate professional/technical competence and qualifications of the firm and/or individuals; experience in similar work 
• Past and current experience with governmental entities 
• Relevant confirmation of references; reputation of the Proposer 
• Location of the Proposer, accessibility  
• Success of the Proposer in the legislative and regulatory processes 
 

 
Status: 
 
Tabulated by Betsy J. Cohen, Procurement Supervisor (Posted 9/27/2007 at 11:30 AM) 
Evaluation Committee meeting: October 11, 2007 at 9:00 AM.  County Services Building, Purchasing & Contracts Division Conference Room 
Recommendation of award:  None.  Unranked to the Board. 
BCC for selection and award: November 13, 2007  (Posted 10/11/2007 @ 4:15 PM) 
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